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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 
PAWA LAW GROUP, P.C.,   )   
       ) 
   Plaintiff,  ) 
      )  
 vs.     ) 
      ) Civil Action No. ______ 
      )  
SHER LEFF, LLP, also known as  ) 
SHER LEFF PC,    ) 
      ) 
   Defendant.  ) 
      )  
____________________________________) 
 

COMPLAINT TO CONFIRM ARBITRATION AWARD 
 

NATURE OF ACTION 

 This matter is an application by the plaintiff, Pawa Law Group, P.C., pursuant to 9 U.S.C. 

§ 9, Federal Arbitration Act (“FAA”), for the entry of an order confirming the award in its favor 

made by a panel of three arbitrators in a JAMS administered arbitration entitled: Pawa Law 

Group, P.C. v. Sher Leff, LLP, Reference No. 1400014271 (the “Arbitration”), and for the entry 

of a final judgment in accordance with the order confirming the award.  

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. Plaintiff, Pawa Law Group, P.C. (“PLG”), is a professional corporation duly organized 

and existing under Massachusetts law with its principal place of business at 1280 Centre Street, 

Suite 230, Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02459. 

2. Upon information and belief, Sher Leff, LLP is a law firm organized under California law 

as a limited liability partnership that also has held itself out in a filing with the California 

Secretary of State’s Office as Sher Leff PC (collectively, “Sher Leff” or “defendant”).  Sher Leff 
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has offices at 450 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, California.  Upon information and 

belief, Alexander Leff is the principal and sole owner of Sher Leff and a resident of California.     

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1) because the 

parties are citizens of different states and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive 

of interest and costs.   

4. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Sher Leff because: (1) the claims at issue in the 

arbitration arose out of Sher Leff’s contacts and transaction of business within Massachusetts in 

connection with valid and binding contracts, including an Agreement to Arbitrate (the 

“Arbitration Agreement”), with PLG; (2) numerous activities relating to the arbitration, 

including a six-day hearing and oral depositions, that took place in Boston, Massachusetts, and; 

(3) Sher Leff purposefully availed itself of the privilege of conducting business and other 

activities in Massachusetts. 

5. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial part of the events or 

omissions relating to this matter occurred in this district.  Venue also is proper under 9 U.S.C. § 

9, which provides that an application for an order confirming the award may be made to the 

United States court in and for the district within which such award was made.  The six-day 

arbitration hearing was held in Boston and the award was made in this district. 

   

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

REQUEST FOR CONFIRMATION 

6. PLG repeats and realleges the allegations set forth above in ¶¶ 1-5. 

7. In or about 2012 and 2013 a dispute arose between PLG and Sher Leff relating to the 

division of attorneys’ fees between them under a Legal Services Agreement (the “2010 LSA”) 
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with their mutual client, the State of New Hampshire (the “State”), which had retained them to 

represent the State in groundwater contamination litigation against numerous large oil companies 

in a case known as State v. Hess, No. 03-CV-0550 (N.H. Superior Court, Merrimack Co.) 

(“Hess”).  The 2010 LSA was signed by the State, PLG and Sher Leff. 

8. On February 4, 2013, PLG and Sher Leff entered into the Arbitration Agreement in 

which they agreed to submit to binding arbitration administered by JAMS any controversy or 

claim between them arising out of or relating to their fee division dispute, including attorneys’ 

fees attributable to Hess recoveries that had already occurred from settling defendants as well as 

Hess recoveries that may occur in the future, i.e., as a result of recoveries from Hess defendants 

who had not yet settled, i.e., CITGO Petroleum Corporation and ExxonMobil.  Arbitration 

Agreement at ¶ 1.1.  A copy of the Arbitration Agreement is attached as Exhibit A.   

9. The parties further agreed in the Arbitration Agreement to abide by and perform any 

award rendered by the arbitrators and that any award so rendered could be confirmed by any 

court of competent jurisdiction.  Arbitration Agreement at ¶ 1.8; see also Rule 25 of JAMS 

Comprehensive Arbitration Rules & Procedures (Oct. 1, 2010) (“The Parties to an Arbitration 

under these Rules shall be deemed to have consented that judgment upon the Award may be 

entered in any court having jurisdiction thereof.”).   

10. An arbitration hearing was held in Boston, Massachusetts on July 31, August 1-2, and 

August 5-7, 2013 before a panel of three arbitrators (the “Panel”) at the JAMS offices, pursuant 

to and in accordance with the Arbitration Agreement and the JAMS Comprehensive Arbitration 

Rules and Procedures.   

11. The Panel issued a Final Award on December 18, 2013, after the submission of numerous 

post-hearing briefs, finally resolving all claims between the parties.  A copy of the Final Award 
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is attached as Exhibit B (the “Final Award”).  The Panel found, concluded and awarded, inter 

alia: 

(a) $5,621,803 to PLG on PLG’s claim for breach of the 2010 LSA;  

(b) 22% to PLG of any contingency fees arising from the ExxonMobil verdict, 

judgment or settlement, in accordance with the 2010 LSA;  

(c) control of the “Revolving Fund” under the 2010 LSA to PLG, subject to the 

 State’s consent; 

(d) attorneys’ fees to PLG in the amount of $1,126,277;  

(e) accrued interest to PLG in the amount of $94,122.84; and 

(f) arbitration costs to PLG. 

12. Sher Leff has failed and refused to comply with the Final Award, including payment of 

the amounts awarded by the Panel to PLG, even while Sher Leff has pocketed over $27 million 

in attorneys’ fees from the Hess case.  

13. Sher Leff also has failed and refused to pay the final invoice submitted by JAMS for the 

fee and costs of the arbitrators in the amount of $51,079.28 in breach of the Arbitration 

Agreement and in violation of the Final Award.  As a result of Sher Leff’s failure to honor its 

contractual and legal obligation to pay all JAMS invoices, PLG was compelled to pay this 

amount in order for JAMS to release the Final Award. 

14. There are no grounds, pursuant to 9 U.S.C. §§ 10-11, to vacate, modify or correct the 

Final Award. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Pawa Law Group, P.C., respectfully requests the following: 

 (a) Entry of an order confirming the Final Award and a final judgment against Sher 

Leff in connection therewith as follows: 

 1. $5,621,803 to PLG on PLG’s claim for breach of the 2010 LSA;  

 2. 22% to PLG of any contingency fees arising from the ExxonMobil verdict, 
 judgment or settlement in accordance with the 2010 LSA;  

 
 3. equitable relief in the form of an order requiring Sher Leff to immediately  
  take whatever action is necessary to remove itself from control of the  
  Revolving Fund under the 2010 LSA that it presently controls and to take  
  whatever action is necessary to place PLG in control of the Revolving  
  Fund; 
 
 4. attorneys’ fees to PLG in the amount of $1,126,277;  

 5. interest to PLG in the amount of $94,122.84;  

  6. arbitration fees and costs to PLG, including the amount of $51,079.28 that  
   PLG was compelled to pay when Sher Leff breached the Arbitration  
   Agreement and violated the Final Award by failing and refusing to pay  
   the final invoice submitted by JAMS in the amount of $51,079.28; 
 
  7. dismissal of Sher Leff’s counter-claim with prejudice; 

  8. dismissal of Sher Leff’s claims with prejudice pursuant to the New  
   Hampshire Rules of Professional Conduct; 
 
  9. dismissal of Sher Leff’s claim for attorney fees with prejudice; and 

  10. dismissal of Sher Leff’s claim for arbitration costs with prejudice. 

 (b) Entry of an order requiring defendant to pay costs, including attorneys’ fees, 

incurred in prosecuting this action, together with pre- and post-judgment interest, to the full 

extent permitted by law; and  

 (c) Such other further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 
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Dated: January 1, 2014 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       PAWA LAW GROUP, P.C.  

       By its attorneys, 

      
 /s/ Robert D. Cultice   

Robert D. Cultice (BBO# 108200) 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 
Boston, MA  02109 

       Robert.Cultice@wilmerhale.com 
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II. 110, 130, 140, 160, 190, 196, 230, 240, 290,320,362, 370, 371, 380, 430, 440, 442, 443, 445, 446, 448, 710, 720, 
740, 790, 820*, 840*,  850, 870,  871.

III. 120, 150, 151, 152, 153, 195, 210, 220, 245, 310, 315,  330, 340, 345, 350, 355, 360, 365, 367, 368, 375, 385, 400,
422, 423, 450, 460, 462, 463, 465, 480, 490, 510, 530, 540, 550, 555,  625, 690, 751, 791, 861-865,  890, 896, 899, 
950.

*Also complete AO 120 or AO 121. for patent, trademark or copyright cases.

3. Title and number, if any, of related cases.  (See local rule 40.1(g)).  If more than one prior related case has been filed in this
district please indicate the title and number of the first filed case in this court.

4. Has a prior action between the same parties and based on the same claim ever been filed in this court?

YES � NO �

5. Does the complaint in this case question the constitutionality of an act of congress affecting the public interest?    (See 28 USC
§2403)

YES � NO �
 If so, is the U.S.A. or an officer, agent or employee of the U.S. a party? 

YES � NO �

6. Is this case required to be heard and determined by a district court of three judges pursuant to title 28 USC §2284? 

  YES    � NO �

7. Do all of the parties  in this action, excluding governmental agencies of the united states and the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts (“governmental agencies”),  residing in Massachusetts reside in the same division? -  (See Local Rule 40.1(d)).  

 YES    � NO �

A. If yes, in which division do all of the non-governmental parties reside?

Eastern Division     � Central Division   � Western Division   �

B. If no, in which division do the majority of the plaintiffs or the only parties, excluding governmental agencies, 
residing in Massachusetts reside?

Eastern Division     � Central Division   � Western Division   �

8. If filing a Notice of Removal - are there any motions pending in the state court requiring the attention of this Court?  (If yes,
submit a separate sheet identifying the motions)

YES � NO �

(PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT)

ATTORNEY'S NAME                                                                                                                

ADDRESS                                                                                                                        

TELEPHONE NO.

(CategoryForm12-2011.wpd  - 12/2011) 
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✔

None

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Robert D. Cultice

60 State Street Boston, MA 02109

617-526-6021
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General Information

Court United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts;
United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts

Federal Nature of Suit Other Statutes - Arbitration[896]

Docket Number 1:14-cv-10001

Status CLOSED

Pawa Law Group, P.C. V. Sher Leff, LLP, Docket No. 1:14-cv-10001 (D. Mass. Jan 01, 2014), Court Docket
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